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A guide on organizing for ceasefire resolutions in Local city councils 
#CeasefireNow #StopArmingisrael #ShutltDown4Palestine 
Share this public guide: bit.ly/CityCouncilToolkit 
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RESOURCES 


BNC Toolkit with example campaigns 
USCPR Toolkit w/ tactics guides: creative direct action, birddogging, phone zap, & rally 
USCPR Media Guide (from toolkit on Congress-focused direct actions) [slides 29-48] 
Sample local campaign toolkits: 
a. Sample In-Depth Educational & Action Toolkit: St. Louis 
b. Sample City Council Toolkit for Individual Calling, Emailing: New Haven CT 
5. Skillshare resources: 
a. Slides from USCPR City Councils December Skillshare, December Notes, January Slides, 
January Notes available upon request for members of USCPR's network, email 
Leah@uscprorg, Celine@uscprorg 
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KEY STRATEGY QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE STARTING A CAMPAIGN 


If you can answer ‘yes’ then that's a strategic reason to consider a Council campaign. If you answer 
no to most or all questions, we suggest you look at alternative campaign and direct action 
approaches, see this toolkit: uscprorg/ActionToolkit 
1. Political goals-related: 
a. Do any of your Councilmembers have close relationships with aspirations to run 
for higher level office, such that this could impact the power balance in Congress? 
Congress controls US weapons to Israel and local Councilmembers unfortunately 
have no direct say in foreign policy. 
b. Does your Council have meetings coming up in the next month, and if so are there 
tenable avenues to get a ceasefire resolution on the agenda? 
c. Has your Council historically raised their voices against South African apartheid or 
other global justice issues? 
d. Be sure to powermap--is there a likely path to getting a majority of the Council to 
support the resolution? 
2. Process/coalition mobilizing goals-related: 
a. Are there local ally orgs or related funding fights about tax dollars being spent on 
militarism which you could connect your campaign to? 
3. People/basebuilding related: 
a. Are your members interested in growing their skills in Lobbying and moving 
elected officials? 
Does your Council allow for in-person or video call testimony? 
c. Does your Council have ways for individuals to contact their Councilmembers? |n 
small towns, often their office phone numbers are public! 


NEW! KEY TYPES OF CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 


We are inspired by the strategy and ingenuity of organizers across the country in drafting and passing 
resolutions that respond to local conditions and narratives and meet national demands. Options: 


1. Divest city from corporations complicit in occupation and genocide [for progressive 
councils, to directly move money!]: Hayward, CA divested $1.6 million from Intel, Caterpillar, 
Chevron, and Hyunda! You can see their toolkit here! Ex: Hayward, CA 
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2. Ceasefire baseline resolution [to create a ‘which side are you on’ political moment 
anywhere you can win]: See sample text at the bottom of this document. 


3. Opposing military funding [for progressive councils, to send a strong messagel: For 
instance, see this substantive and strong resolution that passed with a veto-proof majority 
Ex: Minneapolis, MN & Hamtramck, MI “Move the Money" resolution 
“Support an end to U.S. military funding to the State of Israel, and an end to U.S. tax dollars 
contributing to humanitarian catastrophe and loss of life." 


4. Demanding members of Congress take action [for councils where the primary strategy is 
impacting Congress]: Resolutions have supported Rep. Cori Bush's 786 resolution, 
strategically amplifying demands. Ex: Paterson, NJ. Similarly, resolutions can explicitly be 
addressed to the congressional delegation. Ex: Bellingham, WA 

“Be it further resolved: That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Washington State 
Congressional delegation" 


5. Visionary resolution [for cross-movement solidarity & leftist councils]: Soeaks in strong 
terms about full Palestinian liberation. Ex: Oceti Sakowin (Sioux Nation) Treaty Council 
(12/14/23) 

“On the other side of the world, our Palestinian Relatives in Gaza are resisting similar violence 
and conditions, albeit under a different timeline of settler colonization.. The Oceti Sakowin 
Treaty Council stands in full solidarity with our Palestinian relatives and full liberation of their 
homeland." 


US CEASEFIRE CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


(as of Feb. 5, 2023) 


Thank you to BDSmovement.net for this list! You can also see this full ceasefire resolution tracker 
map with over 100 resolutions, made by SolidaritylS at the Building Movement Project and 
Muslims for Just Futures. 
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11/2/2023 Providence ceasefire 


11/7/2023 Ypsilanti ceasefire, end military funding to Israel 


ceasefire, "urging congress to pursue other 
11/16/2023 ilmi DE legislative means to end the conflict" 


[on | _cesatie end nity inane ot 


en ee 
Bellingham WA congressional delegation 


Oceti Sakowin (Sioux 
12/14/2023 Nation) Treaty Council |SD Ceasefire and full liberation 


12/19/2023 | Wayne County —_| ceasefire 

12/20/2023 informal resolution calling for ceasefire 

12/20/2023 | State College | ceasefire 

J 


42/27/2023 Prospect Park ceasefire 


12/28/2023 ceasefire and support of HR 786 


ceasefire, arms transfer must follow international 
1/2/2024 lowa City IA law 


ceasefire, support for H.Res.786 


San Erancisco 
San Juan County 


"immediate lasting bilateral ceasefire, release of all 
hostages, and unrestricted humanitarian 
aid" 


4/22/2024 ae ceasefire, support H.Res.786 


DIVEST from 4 complicit companies (Intel, 
1/25/2024 Hayward ——. Hyundai, Caterpillar) 
1/25/2024 Montebello cA [ceasefire, aid, send to congress 


1/25/2024 Minneapolis ceasefire, end military funding to Israel 


More listed here 


NEW! KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM CASE STUDIES 


General Takeaways from case studies compiled by USCPR: 


e Build up your grassroots advocacy capacity with digital tools, such as mass mailers, text 
alert systems, etc. 
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o In San Francisco, organizers sent over 1000 letters supporting a ceasefire to the 
council members. 

o In St. Louis, organizers recommended leaning on local leftist non-profits for 
resources like an Action Network and any funding for actions. 

o We knew which reps were against us so we prioritized their constituents. We don't 
have to support them but we can be strategic in how we're using them if we're 
isolating them. 

o Ask powermapping questions like: Who are people who are running again? Who has 
relationships with certain groups? 

e Host week(s) of action to mobilize with lots of different tactics to engage people with 
different capacities and make Palestine the central issue at the Council that week. As an 
example, in St. Louis, the different days during 10 days of action included actions like: 

Creating postcards and delivering them to alder's houses 

Power hour: 40 folks showed up to call elected officials 

2 days of canvassing: knocked on a thousand doors in 2 days 

Testimony day: got over 50 people to come testify 

Outreach and tracking day: with a power hour, tracker where people could add what 

they were hearing from Councilmembers, emailing, etc 

o Packing the meeting day: Packing the meeting - over 100 people - including prep 
from an art build team that created beautiful signs, etc. 

e Stay in constant touch with your sponsor or “champion” on the council to prevent 
watering down and anticipate backlash. For instance, in Stl, Louis, it was important to identify 
alders who needed intervention and lobbying from JVP members to combat false 
accusations of antisemitism. 

e Especially where you might win by a swing vote (ex: Hayward, CA) or a tie broken by the 
mayor (ex: Chicago, IL), create a narrative about ending genocide as a moral issue and 
create moment of powerful political theater around being brave! 

o Your talking points can be from the heart, and people giving testimony can and 
should make this a personal issue and have space to share their emotions (especially 
as Palestinians impacted by genocide), 

o Make Palestine a local issue, and connect Palestine to councilmembers' key issues. 
(ex: Palestine and climate change, Palestine and racial justice.) 

o This isamoment about confrontation and choosing and side, justice or genocide. 

e Forasmall town, council members are easy to get in touch with. Phone numbers were 
listed. They're not like a congressperson with a staff member to stall. They were open to 
speaking. Remember that these are your neighbors - they're not used to conflict or 
confrontation. Be prepared with talking points about why this issue is relevant locally 
(taxpayer money going to military funding, anti-Palestinian and anti-Arab sentiments 


Oo 0 0 90 


“PALESTINIAN RIGHTS 


‘ US CAMPAIGN FOR 


USCPR City Council Organizing Resource Toolkit 


affecting local community, and the fact that so many cities were quick to take positions on 
Ukraine but try to dismiss this as an “international issue” instead of a Local one). 

Template Alderperson/City Council Member Votes Tracker 

In San Francisco (a large, progressive city), we publicized everything. We put it on a google 
doc and a QR code, we passed out physical fliers and asked folks to sign etc. We kept 
everyone in line and prepped. We have to be mindful of our security but these are public 
talking points that we are going to share in a public space so there shouldn't be a problem 
with that. 

If you are organizing with a coalition, coordinate messaging and talking points and set 
your political ‘bottom lines’ in advance. That way you can circulate clear guidance to the 
public in preparation for public comment at City Council meetings. And you can move 
together if you get pushback or suggestions to change the resolution. 

Even if the resolution isn't passed, it still builds power and consciousness, but it’s also 
possible the Council will be prompted to pass something you “don't* want. Consider 
options of what's likely to happen before pursuing a campaign so this becomes a people 
power and hopefully a political ‘win’, not a major media loss. 


NEW!: KEY STRATEGY CHALLENGES & WHAT TO DO 


If you don't have your champion on the Council, what do you do? 

o Push on the politicians who are self-proclaimed “progressives” and play on their guilt 
to get them on the right side. Additionally, really push the fact that no politician can 
be progressive if they remain silent on this genocide; that in itself is a position in 
support of Israel's genocide. 

How can you use City Council as a platform even if a resolution isn't going to move? 

o Putting pressure on elected officials, disrupting business as usual by filling general 
public comment with demands for a ceasefire, ending the siege on Gaza, ending US 
military funding and weapons deals 

o Opportunities to build with the local community and local organizations 

Example bottomlines for what needs to be a in a resolution (or shouldn't be) to make it 
strategic 

o What should not be in a resolution: “both sides" language, condemnations 

o Focus on the demands: ceasefire, humanitarian aid, ending military funding, 
divestment 

Does anyone have evidence that any of those resolutions somehow impacted US foreign 
policy? 
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o These resolutions serve as a means to build pressure on the Biden administration 
and on elected officials, forcing politicians to respond to the demands of their 
constituents 

o They have an effect on delegitimizing Israel's image and narrative, advancing the 
reality that Israel is in fact committing a genocide, and there is a role that US 
politicians must play because the genocide is enabled through US military, economic 
and diplomatic support 

e Dowe have any good academic papers or op-eds/statements by influential people 
explaining why it's important for us cities to opine on international issues? 


oO From local city council resolution organizing experience, we've seen the 
effectiveness of a few tactics to explain why this international issue is actually a very 
local one: 

mw Palestinian voices to the front was important, personalized stories moved 
committee members and council members to tears. Many Palestinian 
constituents are directly affected by this genocide 

m Localizing the issue via tax dollars is effective: You can use the interactive Not 
My Tax Dollars map to find out how much of your city's tax dollars are being 
sent to Israel 


m You can also dig up a previous City Council or Board of Alders resolution 
against Apartheid in South Africa from decades ago and used that as a talking 
point for why this was a “local issue" 

m Phone banking the council members, driving calls, emails, tweets, door 
knocking to constituents, and getting people who have personal relationships 
to them should call them 

m Article on why US Cities should play a bigger role in foreign policy 

e Can you give examples of how local resolution work has helped to move federal 
congressional votes 

o Applying pressure, inundating elected officials with demands for ceasefire, lifting the 
siege, reinstating UNRWA funding, allowing humanitarian aid, ending US military 
funding, etc. has been working 

o Weare effectively driving a wedge and putting pressure on Congress members 
through local resolutions, mobilizations, phone banking etc. that is being reflected in 
their votes 


CITY COUNCIL MOBILIZATION TALKING POINTS 
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e This is directly connected to local issues, i.e. US/federal spending on militarism and 
police takes directly away from our community needs: causing more violence against our 
people, here and there. This city & cities across the country cannot solve the pressing 
problems of homelessness and crime, yet our federal government gives billions to Israel 
and is giving $14 billion more. 

e The City of _____ held an emergency meeting to call for a resolution on the war in Ukraine. 
We expect the ______ City Council to do the same for the current genocide that is taking 
full force in Gaza. We had a responsibility to the people of Ukraine in March, and we have 
the same responsibility for the Palestinians in Gaza right now. We demand that an 
emergency resolution is called for, or an agenda item is added to the Dec 18th meeting. 

e Across the world, millions of people are engaging in demonstrations and organizing major 
marches in solidarity with Palestine. Our immediate demands for a ceasefire and lifting the 
siege on Gaza have broader support than ever, and so do our overall goals of cutting all aid 
to Israel and ending the Israeli occupation of Palestine. The _____ area is unified in 
demanding a permanent ceasefire, which is supported by 67% of Americans, and even 
more San Leandro residents. 

e Bottom-up power-building starts at the local level (then gradually works its way up to 
state and federal). Many local leaders, including the Richmond and Oakland City 
Councils, have called for a ceasefire already. The Oakland Ceasefire Resolution passed 
unanimously. 

e WECALL ON THE CITY OF ________ TO LEAD THE NATION WITH ITS MORAL CLARITY & 
VISIONARY LEADERSHIP. As the community continues to mobilize more and more each 
day, we invite you to join us - as our representatives - in demanding justice for 
Palestinians and oppressed people everywhere. Not passing a resolution would be akin to 
normalizing genocide and condoning the murder of thousands MORE civilians. 


TAKING POINTS FOR COUNCILMEMBERS & 
NAVIGATING OPPOSITION TALKING POINTS 


Sample opposition points: 
1. What does this have to do with our city? 
a. Focus on the fact that the US sends $3.8 billion to Israel every year, our taxpayer 
money—the US is complicit and is fully backing this genocide 
b. Local taxpayer money goes to military funding directly; you can actually find out how 
much money people in your city send to Israel through federal tax dollars on 


USCPR's Not My Tax Dollars map 


C. 


d. 
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Highlight local issues like houselessness, education, healthcare, etc. that have been 
underfunded because money is instead going to fund wars, genocide and 
occupation 

Anti-Palestinian and Anti-Arab racism has increased significantly, affecting local 
communities 


2. “Palestine just isn't a local issue!” 


a. 
b, 


See above, our tax dollars in the city go to Israel which makes it local. 

Members of our community are affected by the deaths of their family members. 
Palestinian, Muslim, Jewish safety are all wrapped up together 

Impacting people locally too because of instances of free speech persecution (UT 
teacher assistants fired), and/or targeting of local Palestinian, Muslim, Arab, and 
Jewish neighbors. 

City government is our closest proximity to government power! We can't access our 
Congress people like we can our immediate local electeds, so of course they better 
hear us! 


g. 
3. “Targeting Israel is ‘antisemitic 
a. 


We have precedent “repeatedly” over the last many decades where our city 
goverment waded into international issues. Find any example of a precedent from 
the city council passing resolutions on Ukraine, South Africa, lrag, Afghanistan, 
Vietnam, etc. 

Where relevant: City council chose to light up city hall in the colors of the israeli flag 
so Clearly they are comfortable wading into international issues. And/or weapons 
manufacturer locally. 


Here's a fantastic example testimony on Palestine as a local issue, from Austin 


Human rights advocacy calling for freedom, justice, and equality for Palestinians, 
or advocacy that vigorously criticizes Israeli policies, is simply not the same as 
anti-Jewish hate. 

Jewish people and the Israeli state are not one and the same. Over half the world's 
Jewish population lives outside of Israel. Over twenty percent of Israel's population is 
not Jewish. The inaccurate assumption that the Israeli government represents Jewish 
people worldwide is itself antisemitic because it necessarily attributes Israeli 
government policies and practices to all Jews. 

Antisemitism—hatred, violence, intimidation or discrimination targeting Jews because 
of their ethnic and religious identity—is rampant and deadly. Despite the clear threat 
of anti-Jewish rhetoric and attacks from white supremacists, however, many Israel 
lobby groups have instead focused on redefining antisemitism to include criticism of 
Israel. 
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d. This language credit to: Palestine Legal: Distorted IHRA Definition and resource library 
including Backgrounder on Efforts to Redefine Antisemitism as a Means of Censoring 


Criticism of Israel 
e. Also see: Decolonize Palestine 
4. BDSis harmful to immigrant workers who rely on jobs with these companies. 
a. See labor for Palestine Call to Action 


QUICK ANTI-DOXING & ANTI-HARASSMENT STEPS 


Thanks for Equality Labs for offering these tips on a webinar, which we've boiled down 
to the highest impact, lowest time required top steps. Please also see Equality Labs’ 
Anti-Doxing guide 3.0 for detailed information. 


1. Toggle your LinkedIn's profile's public visibility to Off so it can't be found on 
search engines (or if you aren't using it, just deactivate it. It's a favorite of doxxers.) 

2. Remove your birthday from anywhere semi-public such as social media, account 
names: birthday + first name + county you live in can be used to dox most people 
(thanks to the public voter file.) 

3. Use unique passwords on every site and a password manager like 1Password or 
LastPass to keep them sorted. Doxxers and hackers use data breaches to get one 
password and then try it on other sites! Use this checklist! 

4. Take 5 minutes to remove yourself from the top face photo search platform, 
Pimeyes. 

5. Especially if you expect to be targeted by the state or right-wing based on your 
work, identity, or risks you are taking, consider paying for a service like Delete Me 
that will delete your personal identifying info (like your address) from data scrubbers 
and search engines—this process literally can take months without the help of a 
Service. 


CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION TEMPLATE 


Sample Resolution Language: 


The following text is the draft language for a ceasefire resolution. Additional clauses can be added 
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to support ceasefire demand. [Note: The below language can be passed without objections.] 


WHEREAS, all human life is precious, and the targeting of civilians, no matter their faith or 
ethnicity, is a violation of international humanitarian law; 


WHEREAS, on October 26th, the United Nations General Assembly, in a near unanimous vote, 
called for an immediate and sustained humanitarian ceasefire; and 


WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of lives are at imminent risk if a ceasefire is not achieved, 
and humanitarian aid is not delivered without delay; and 


WHEREAS, the Federal Government holds immense diplomatic and appropriations powers to 
save Palestinian and Israeli lives; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town / City of [Namel calls upon our US 
Congressional delegation, both in the Senate and House of Representatives, to join us in - 

1) urging the Biden administration to immediately call for and facilitate de-escalation anda 
ceasefire to urgently end the current violence; and 

2) calling upon the Biden administration to promptly send and facilitate the entry of 
humanitarian assistance -at the scale needed- into Gaza. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town / City of INamel supports all of its residents and 
condemns all forms of racism, bigotry, and discrimination. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council / Board asks the bodies’ staff that copies of this 
resolution be quickly forwarded to the President of the United States and our Congressional 
Delegation. 


[To send to Councilmembers, Aldermans, and Council/Board staff]: The organizations cosponsoring 
this resolution include: 


